The Sermon on the Mount starts with the teachings of Jesus on the eight Beatitudes.
Although we can’t exhaustively understand them, let us try to look at them one by one.

1. Poverty in spirit: Poverty should not only be viewed in terms of lack of material wealth.
You may be rich but you can choose to be poor in the eyes of God. In reality, everything is
owned by God. Therefore, to be poor in spirit means to realize that we really do not own
anything and that we depend only on the generosity of God.

2.Mourning: Sorrow, pain, grief, loss, disappointment — all these break our heart and we cry,
we mourn, we sigh for relief or comfort. No man, not even Jesus, is immune to the harsh effect
of sin which is to take away our joy. We cannot ignore or escape them. Let us instead accept
them and offer them as part of the supreme sacrifice of Jesus for the redemption of this world.
3. Meekness: Meekness is the attitude of being gentle especially in a hostile environment. It
is the exercise of self-restraint when you have reason to get mad and shout or fight back. It
is not equal to weakness but is synonymous to being kind, calm, and magnanimous.

4. Hunger and thirst for righteousness: We live in a society where the forces of darkness seem
to overpower the light. There is too much evil, oppression, corruption and moral decay in all
sectors of our community. So we cry out, where is righteousness? There is a kind of longing
for the righteousness of God. This is our hunger and thirst that only Jesus can satisfy.

5. Merciful: To be merciful means to be willing to give help to the needy at all times.
Moreover, when we are merciful, we forgive the people who hurt us. We give them second or
more chances to repent and to realize their mistake with the hope that they will change. We
do not condemn nor retaliate but instead, we pray for them. We develop patience with
people’s irritating habits and show respect to their different opinions and choices.

6. Cleanness of heart: Purity of heart means to be blameless in who we are. It is a requirement
to see God face to face. If we are impure, it means we have evil thoughts, undesirable desires,
ill motives, and unforgiven sins. We need the fire of God to refine us so that we can become
white as snow (Isaiah 1:18).

7.Peacemaking: We become peacemakers when we bring warring people or even
communities to the negotiating table without sacrificing justice. When we work to promote
harmony among people, that is peacemaking. When we proclaim the word of God and tell
people to repent, we are emulating Jesus, the prince of peace who came to reconcile the
rebellious people to God.

8. Enduring insults and persecution: The suffering and crucifixion of Jesus was a direct result
of His peacemaking activities — proclamation of the Kingdom of God and telling people
especially the authorities to seek righteousness. He endured insults and betrayal but He did
not waver in the pursuit of His mission. Likewise, when we continue the work of Jesus, we
expect the same experience but it should not hinder us in our work as servants in the vineyard
of Christ.
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Luis Hernandez, Hispanic Ministry (417) 496-5622
Joanie Delisle, Bookkeeper/Secretary
Vanessa Cowart, PSR Director (561) 351-1380
Magda Cazares, Youth Group Director

Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours:
Kennett: Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Portageville: Thursday and Friday 10-4
Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by
appointment.

Holy Mass Schedule
Monday and Wednesday: Adoration at 5PM: Mass at 6PM
Sunday Masses: 10:30AM Mass in English; 10:05AM Rosary;
1PM Mass in Spanish

Please pray for /Oramos para:

+Lynette Anderson, +Pedro Orocio, The Melendez Family, James Hargett,
+Sandy DelLisle, +Bill Anderson, Polly McAtee, Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck,
and Kathy Larsen. Special prayer for Bishop Rice, Fr. David, and our homebound.

Mass Intentions
January 29 Health and Wellbeing of Abi & Baby
January 30 +Lynette & Bill Anderson
February 1 Grandparents of Father David
February 5 +Freda & Tony Saracini
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Colectas del 22 de enero: $1080.00

Collections for January 22nd: $1080.00

Father David has a new phone. 417-413-3864

El padre David tiene un teléfono nuevo. 417-413-3864

Mass and Adoration are canceled for the following dates:
Monday, February 6™,

La Misa y la Adoracién se cancelan para las siguientes fechas: lunes 6 de
febrero.

February 22, Ash Wednesday Schedule:
7 AM: Bilingual Mass
12 Noon: Service with Distribution of Ashes
6 PM: Mass at St. Eustachius
(no evening mass at St Cecilia)

De 22 febrero, Horario del Miércoles de Ceniza:
7 AM Misa bilingue
12 del mediodia Servicio con distribucion de cenizas
Misa de las 6 PM en San Eustaquio
(no hay misa vespertina en Santa Cecilia).

PSR Classes
These classes are for anyone seeking the sacraments of First Communion
or Confirmation. We have parent classes at the same time as the children’s
classes, which is 11:45am on Sundays.

Clases PSR
Estas clases son para cualquiera que busque los sacramentos de la
Primera Comunion o la Confirmacion.
Tenemos clases para padres al mismo tiempo que las clases para
nifios, que son a las 11:45 am los domingos.

Youth Group
Don't forget that the Youth Group meets every Wednesday evening after
the 6:00 PM Mass for religious education and other activities.

Grupo de Jovenes
No olvide que el Grupo de Jovenes se reune todos los miércoles por la
noche después de la Misa de las 6:00 PM para educacion religiosa y
otras actividades




