
Collections for September 4th        $801 
 

Helping Hands Food Bank Really Needs Your Help 
Helping Hands here in Kennett has almost nothing to give to the poor and hungry in our 
area at this time. Please bring any non-perishable food items to church and Beth 
Johnson will be sure to get them to the food bank. You may also drop by Helping Hands 
and bring your gift in person. Please consider picking up something this week to help 
the most vulnerable in Kennett. 

 
Delta Fair is Coming in September! 

The Delta Fair is a great fundraiser for our parish that helps keep everything running 
day to day. We sell delicious food and drinks, but we need your help to do this! Please 
bring a 12 or 24-pack of soda and drop it off in the classrooms! (There will be a sign.) 
Thank you so much for your support to keep St. Cecilia! 
 

PSR Classes Begin September 11th! 
These classes are for anyone seeking the sacraments of First Communion or 
Confirmation. We have parent classes at the same time as the children’s classes, which 
is 11:45am.  
 
 

 
September 21st: Family Movie Night at St. Cecilia! 

After mass, we will gather to watch the movie Juan Diego: Messenger of 
Guadalupe. Popcorn and drinks provided!  

 
A Request From Bishop Rice 

Bishop Rice has asked us to update our parish directory so that everyone receives a 
copy of the Mirror. Please stop by the vestibule table and update your address today! 

 
Council of Catholic Women Meeting 

The ladies of St. Ann’s Parish in Malden will host the September 11 meeting of the CCW 
of Deanery 7 in their parish hall. Registration begins at 11:30m and lunch is at noon. 

Come enjoy the food, a program, and a short business meeting. All Catholic women are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. For more information, call Mary Ann Taylor at  

573-820-3018. 

September 11, 2022 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
St. Cecilia Catholic Church 

1226 College Avenue    PO Box 306       
Kennett, MO 63857  

www.stceciliakennett.com 
 

Fr. David Baunach, Pastor   
417-851-7136 davidbaunach@gmail.com 

Luis Hernandez, Hispanic Ministry  (417) 496-5622 
Joanie DeLisle, Bookkeeper/Secretary 

Vanessa Cowart, PSR Director (561) 351-1380 
Magda Cazares, Youth Group Director 

 
Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours: 

Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off, 
Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4  

 
Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by 

appointment. 
 

Holy Mass Schedule 
 Monday and Wednesday Adoration at 5; Mass at 6pm  

Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English; 10:05am Rosary 
1pm Mass in Spanish  

 
Please pray for /Oramos para: 

+Pedro Orocio, The Melendez Family, James Hargett, +Sandy DeLisle, +Bill 
Anderson, Polly McAtee, Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck, and Kathy Larsen. 

Especially let us remember Bishop Rice, Fr. David, and our homebound. 
 

Mass Intentions  
September 11 +Rose Saracini 

September 14   For An End To Abortion 
September 18  +Tony & Freda Saracini 

http://www.stceciliakennett.com/
mailto:davidbaunach@gmail.com


Let Us Double the Number of Our Seminarians! 
It was fully my intention to have all of the Winona-

Rochester seminarians stand at one point during my 
installation Mass homily. I had told the people that, in the 
words of John Paul II, ecclesia de eucharistia (the Church 
comes from the Eucharist), and since the Eucharist comes 
from priests, it logically follows that if there are no priests, 
there will be no Church. So I wanted everyone to see and 
acknowledge the young men in our diocese who are 
actively discerning a call to this indispensably important 

way of life. During the ovation, something came to me as an inspiration. I hadn’t 
planned to say it. It wasn’t in my text. But I blurted out, as the applause was dying down, 
“Let’s double their number in the next five years!” A confirmation that this was perhaps 
from the Holy Spirit is that people, at every stop I’ve made so far in the diocese, have, 
with enthusiasm, echoed those words back to me. In fact, the leader of one of the Serra 
groups has told me that she and her colleagues have decided to take up the challenge.  
We have twenty seminarians, at both the college and major theology levels, which is 
pretty good for a diocese our size. And we have a wonderful coterie of priests, both 
active and “retired,” who are busily serving our nearly one hundred parishes. But those 
under retirement age number only around sixty, and all of our priests are stretched 
thin. Furthermore, there will be no priestly ordinations in Winona-Rochester for the 
next two years. So, there is no question: We need more priests.  

If you have remarked virtues in a young man that would make him an effective 
priest, assume that the Holy Spirit has given you this insight so that you might share it 
with that young man. 

Now, bishops and priests do indeed have a key role to play in the encouragement 
of vocations. What draws a young man to the priesthood is, above all, the witness of 
happy, healthy priests. Some years ago, the University of Chicago conducted a survey to 
determine which professions were the happiest. By a rather large margin, those 
deemed most content were members of the clergy. Moreover, a variety of surveys have 
demonstrated that, despite the troubles of recent years, Catholic priests report very 
high levels of personal satisfaction with their lives. Given these data, one 
recommendation I would make to my brother priests is this: Let people see it! Let them 
know how much joy you take in being a priest.  

But I believe that lay people have an even more important role to play in the 
cultivation of vocations. Within the Protestant context, sometimes the son of a great 
preacher follows in his father’s footsteps so that one minister effectively begets 
another. But this, for obvious reasons, can’t happen in a Catholic setting. Instead, 

priests, without exception, come from lay people; they come from families. The decency, 
prayerfulness, kindness, and encouragement of parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts, 
and uncles make an enormous difference in the fostering of a vocation to the 
priesthood. One of the most vivid memories of my childhood is of my father, kneeling in 
intense prayer after Communion one Sunday at St. Thomas More Parish in Troy, 
Michigan. I was only five or six at the time, and I considered my father the most 
powerful man on earth. That he was kneeling in supplication before someone more 
powerful shaped my religious imagination profoundly and, as you can tell, I’ve never 
forgotten the moment. Both of my parents loved and respected priests and made sure 
that we kids had steady contact with them. Trust me, their openness of spirit in regard 
to priests affected my vocation deeply.  

And please remember that non-family members can light the flame of a vocation 
as well. Study after study has shown that one of the most important factors in 
convincing a young man to enter the seminary is that a trusted friend, colleague, or 
elder told him that he would make a good priest. I know that there are lots of folks who 
harbor in their hearts the conviction that a young man should enter the seminary, for 
they have noticed his gifts of kindness, prayerfulness, intelligence, etc., but they have 
never summoned the courage or taken the time to tell him. Perhaps they’ve assumed 
that others have done so. But this is tragically to miss an opportunity. I would say 
simply this: if you have remarked virtues in a young man that would make him an 
effective priest, assume that the Holy Spirit has given you this insight so that you might 
share it with that young man. Believe me, the plainest words you speak could be seeds 
that will bear fruit thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.  

Finally, if you feel strongly about vocations, pray for them. In the Bible, nothing 
of moment is ever accomplished apart from prayer. God delights in our cooperation 
with his grace, but the work of salvation is, at the end of the day, his. So ask him! Might I 
suggest a particular intercessor in this regard? Thérèse of Lisieux, the Little Flower, said 
that she entered the convent “in order to save souls and especially to pray for priests.” 
She also said that she would spend her heaven doing good on the earth. Let us, 
therefore, petition her intercession as we ask the Lord to double the number of our 
seminarians in the coming years. 
 

You Are Called to Evangelize! 
Do you know anyone who is interested in the Catholic 
Faith? RCIA is a great place to ask questions and find 
out more. Please help spread the Good News! Contact 
Vanessa for information about RCIA classes at St. 
Cecilia. 
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