
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 17, 2022 
Saturday Vigil and Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of Our Lord 

 
St. Cecilia Catholic Church 

1226 College Avenue    PO Box 306      Kennett, MO 63857 
www.stceciliakennett.com 

 
Fr. David Baunach, Pastor   

417-851-7136 davidbaunach@gmail.com 
Luis Hernandez, Hispanic Ministry  (417) 496-5622 

Lynnette Anderson, Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Cowart, PSR Director (561) 351-1380 

Magda Cazares, Youth Group Director 
 

Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours: 
Kennett Mon and Wed 10-4, Tuesday off, Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available during Adoration or by appointment. 
 

Monday and Wednesday Adoration at 5; Mass at 6pm 
Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English; 10:05am Rosary 

1pm Mass in Spanish  
*If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to attend mass, please 

contact Fr. David at his number above. 
 

http://www.stceciliakennett.com/
mailto:davidbaunach@gmail.com


Please pray for /Oramos para: 
James Hargett, +Bill and Lynnette Anderson, Polly McAtee, +Judy Abernathy, +Greg 

Bradley, Paul Deken, +Sandy DeLisle, +Mary Gurley, Justin Miller, Deanne Cole,  
Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck, and Kathy Larsen. Especially let us remember our 

bishops and our priest, Fr. David, and our homebound. 
 

Mass Intentions  
April 17 Sandy Delisle 

 
Collection Information for April 10, 2022 

TBA $2,348 
 

Remember: Online giving is an easy way to tithe to our church! Go to 
www.stceciliakennett.com to get started.  

 
Monthly Calendar of Events 

First Sundays of the Month: Second Collection for Mother’s House in Hayti 
PSR for adults every Sunday at 11:45 

Fr. David on vacation April 25-29 
First Communion Retreat, June 17; Mass on June 19th (Feast of Corpus Christi) 

 

It gives me great joy to share with you that our parish now 
has a subscription to FORMED, a premier online platform 
filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio 
dramas, talks, e-books, and even cartoons for our children. 
FORMED has content from over 60 apostolates, including 
Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, and the Knights of 

Columbus, with material that is professionally produced, engaging, and solid in its 
catechism. Best of all, this material is free to you. 
 Our parish will be using the material on FORMED to support our ministries and 
provide continuing education for staff members and parishioners, as well as outreach 
for our sick and homebound members. Much of FORMED’s content is available in both 
English and Spanish. 

You have easy access to all of the material on FORMED to support your own faith 
journey and that of your family members. 
 Are you hesitant to return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation after a long 
absence? Watch Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession. 
 Would you like to be more confident in answering your teenagers’ questions 
about the validity of the Gospels? Watch Lectio: The Case for Jesus. 
 Do you search for a reliable source of Catholic teaching on current issues? Tune 
in each week to The Augustine Institute Show with Dr. Tim Gray. 
 Have you despaired of finding good movies that your family can enjoy together 
on a Friday night? Start with Mother Teresa, the story of the selfless saint who brought 
hope and love to the poorest of the poor.  
 You can enjoy FORMED on your computer or on your television with an 
inexpensive Roku device or Apple TV. You can even listen on your phone as you 
commute to work or do chores.  

My hope and prayer is that the content on FORMED will enrich, deepen, and 
inspire your faith. Please pray for our benefactors who have made a FORMED 
subscription a reality for our parish. Please pray for the people at the Augustine 
Institute who create this wonderful and much-needed Catholic content for our people. 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these simple steps: 
 

• Go to https://signup.formed.org/  

• Enter our parish’s zip code, 63857 (Listed as St. Eustachius/St. Cecilia) 

• Enter your name and your email address 
 
That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app for your phone by searching 
FORMED Catholic in your app store. 

http://www.stceciliakennett.com/
https://signup.formed.org/


 

 

 
 

Lenten Youth Mission of Mercy 
Each year during Lent, Bishop Edward Rice 

issues a special invitation to all of the 
children of the diocese to join him in a 

collaborative work of mercy. Donations are 
collected and moments of prayer are offered 
in the Catholic Schools and in Parish Schools 
of Religion in an effort to help the poor, the 

marginalized, or those in need of special 
assistance during a time of crisis in their 

life. A specific community organization, in a 
designated area of the diocese, is chosen as 
a recipient of the donations collected each 

year.   

This year, the beneficiary of our annual 
Lenten Youth Mission of Mercy will be 
Mother’s House, located in Hayti, MO.  

Mother’s House 

Mother’s House is an outreach center, run 
by the Glenmary Sisters, that is focused on 
supporting low-income women who are 
caring for young children in Pemiscot 
County.  Besides the biological mothers, 
many of these women are foster mothers, 

grandmothers, aunts, and great grandmothers, who for one reason or another find 
themselves caring for children without adequate resources.  Mother’s House Provides:  

• Diapers and pull-ups once a month 
• Items, such as wipes, bottles, clothing, and blankets, available as needed 
• Other items, such as baby beds, baby swings, and other furnishings, available if 

they have them on hand 

 

https://glenmarysisters.org/pemiscot-county-in-the-missouri-bootheel/


It is EASTER: We share our joy and our hope 

I grew up in a very Catholic and devoted family. I learned to love Jesus, our 
blessed Mother, the Holy Rosary, and the Church at a very early age. We did a lot of 
great things together and we enjoyed praying the Stations of the Cross with neighbors 
and friends. But nothing compares with the hope, the excitement, and the joy of Easter 
morning. I remember going to Mass with my brothers and sisters early in the morning, 
exactly at 5:30 a.m. And that is how it is depicted in John’s Gospel: early in the morning, 
while it was still dark… 

Early in my life I learned the transforming power of the Resurrection, the biggest 
event of humanity. I did not learn only to say Happy Easter, I learned the meaning of 
those words…He was risen for me too! 
I was an altar server for many years in my home parish and listening to the Gospel that 
brought us the story of the Resurrection was overwhelming for me. “Mary of Magdala 
came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone 
removed from the tomb.” I remember helping the priest during Holy Week and 
preparing the Church for the most amazing moment of our life, Easter Sunday. 
The stone was removed, and God transformed fear to peace, brothers into disciples, 
grief into joy, and work into mission. In the early morning, our identity, our mission, 
and our vocation changed forever! We became people of the Resurrection; we became 
followers of the risen Lord. We became EASTER PEOPLE. 
  As Catholics, the Resurrection should mean everything to us. It is the fulfillment 
of God’s promise of redemption and salvation for all of us. Everything Jesus did and said 
for us and to us made sense in our minds and hearts around the empty tomb on Easter 
Sunday. We must remember the words: “HE HAD TO RISE FROM THE DEAD,” and we 
should be grateful because the tomb is empty. Let us rejoice and be glad. 
One full of surprises 

God loves to surprise us all the time. He surprised us with Jesus being born in a 
humble and simple way in Bethlehem from a young woman. An Angel announced his 
birth and an angel told us about his resurrection. And now He invites us to be surprised 
again as we embrace this morning with the joy of the Resurrection in our hearts. 
Imagine yourself walking with the disciples, early in the morning, and witnessing 
together that the stone had been removed. I believe we need this Easter morning in our 
faith and in our life. 

I love Easter Sunday! We need the hope and the joy of Easter in our families, our 
communities, and our Diocese. We do not know what the disciples and friends of Jesus 
did between Friday and Saturday, but we know what happened on Sunday. Maybe they 

were afraid, terrified, fearful, and hopeless. Maybe they were frustrated, confused, and 
panicking. I am sure many of us can relate to their thoughts, emotions, and feelings 
when we go through tough times in our lives. But the same risen Lord that brought 
them joy and strengthened their hope is with us this Easter Sunday. 

Today, we celebrate Easter, and we celebrate that God is present in our lives and 
he can roll away the stones in our own lives. He can restore our faith, our hope, and our 
strength. Jesus can bring light to the darkest spots in our lives: That is the miracle of 
Easter, that is the transforming power of the Resurrection. John’s experience was 
unique. John ran into the tomb with Peter; he got there first, he bent down, saw the 
burial clothes there but did not go in. We can approach with joy the celebrations of 
Easter. We must go in … we must enter the experience of Easter so we can share with 
others and give testimony that in fact He is risen in our own lives. 

We still have a lot of work to do. There is a powerful quote on Easter that says: 
“The joyful news that He is risen does not change the contemporary world. Still before 
us lie work, discipline, sacrifice. But the fact of Easter gives us the spiritual power to do 
the work, accept the discipline, and make the sacrifice.” – Henry Knox Sherrill. 
I believe Easter can empower us to embrace or to continue our Mission in the Church. 
We need help and we need every person and every sacrifice. We must continue building 
God’s kingdom and we must encourage one another to run to experience the risen Lord. 
They need to “see,” too, that the stone had been removed. 

Now I recall the words of Pope Francis in 2019: “Easter is the feast of 
tombstones taken away; rocks rolled aside. God takes away even the hardest stones 
against which our hopes and expectations crash: death, sin, fear, worldliness.” Easter 
enables us to face our fears, concerns, sins, frustrations, disappointments, and 
sufferings with faith, hope, peace, and joy. Easter reminds us that only Jesus can roll 
away the stones in our lives. We can walk in faith and surrender ourselves to Him, 
trusting in His love but also His power in our lives. We, too, can have a unique 
experience with the risen Lord. Like Pope Saint John Paul II said: “Do not abandon 
yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.” 
 

Happy Easter! 
 
Father Francisco “Paco” Gordillo is the 
pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Webb City, 
MO, and St. Ann Parish, Carthage, MO 


