The Parish School of Religion Will Continue January 16t at 11:45am!

Next week, the PSR program will continue classes for parents at 11:45am. All parents
who have a child preparing for First Communion should attend as well as parents with
a child in 4th grade or up who is desiring to receive Confirmation in the church.

Parents will be in classes that will help them to teach the faith to their children, while
the children will have enrichment activities in the Catholic faith.

Families desiring the grace of the sacraments should be attending mass on Sundays as
we draw closer to the Lord. There will be an attendance box in the vestibule where
families will drop their cards each week.

Collection Information for January 2
Adult: $632
Loose: $195

Remember: Online giving is an easy way to tithe to our church! Go to
www.stceciliakennett.com to get started.

Monthly Calendar of Events
First Sundays of the Month: Second Collection for Mother’s House in Hayti
PSR Every Sunday at 11:45

Second Collection Today
Archbishop Gomez, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, is calling for
prayer and assistance for all those who were in

CathO'llC the path of the devastating storms last month. He

41 states, “Catholics and all people of good will may
Charltles help our brothers and sisters in their recovery by

A supporting the work of Catholic Charities USA”.
1J USA.
In response, we will have a second collection

today to be sent to the Diocesan Finance Office at the Catholic Center. All funds will be
forwarded to Catholic Charities USA.

- -

Thank you for your generosity and kind assistance on this matter.
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The Baptism of the Lord
January 9, 2022

Weekly Schedule
Monday and Wednesday Adoration at 5; Mass at 6pm
Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English; 10:05am Rosary
1pm Mass in Spanish
*If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to attend mass, please
contact Fr. David at his number above.

Please pray for /Oramos para:
+Judy Abernathy, +Greg Bradley, Paul Deken, +Sandy DelLisle, +Mary Gurley, Justin
Miller, Deanne Cole, Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck, Kathy Larsen. Especially let us
remember our bishops and our priest, Fr. David, and our homebound.

Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours:
Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off,
Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4
Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by
appointment.

Mass Intentions
January 9 Bob Bradley
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The Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord

In this reflection, the Scripture readings for The Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord:
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10; Acts 10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Today, we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. This is a turning
S, SCR'PTURE point in the Church year. While we are made children of
el W|SDUM God by our baptism, Jesus dlq not need this since he was

already the Son of God. Baptism removes the stain of sin
Deacon from our souls. Jesus also did not need this because he was
e conceived and lived without sin. But baptism also

acknowledges our acceptance of God’s plan for us. While
Jesus really did not need this either, it was important for him to explain who he was and why
he was here and publicly accept His role and mission in the world. He was to fulfill what
Isaiah foretold in the first reading when he quotes God as predicting a servant to come who
will have His Spirit and will bring forth justice and to be a covenant of the people. By his
baptism, Jesus was asserting that he was accepting this responsibility and starting to take the
actions necessary to implement the eternal plan.

Up until this time, over the first 30 years of his life, Jesus lived a common human life. But
now he was taking the step to go forward with the will of the Father. In other words, until
now, the Christmas narrative was consistent. Jesus was growing, learning, and maturing. In
the baptism, Jesus was taking the step to go from his childhood to an adult. He was called
into the mission he was sent to do on Earth. Jesus was to fulfill a prophecy. Peter explains
in the second reading that this was the mission of Jesus. This was the purpose of Jesus. He
knew when it was time to move it into action and he did so by accepting the voice of the
Father coming down on Him saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.”

In our own ways, this also applies to us. Just as the angels rejoiced at the birth of Jesus at
Christmas, so we rejoice at the gifts God has given us. But as Jesus showed, there comes a
time when we are to put these gifts into action. The prophecy of the first reading does not just
apply to Jesus. In our time, the Second Vatican Council, especially in the document, “Lumen
Gentium” (“Light of the Nations;” Dogmatic Constitution on the Church), says that everyone
is called to holiness. This includes the priesthood and laity. Together, we have all received in
baptism the first fruits of a spiritual life which by its very nature will tend to maturity. It is
this spiritual maturity that Jesus displays when He goes to St. John the Baptist to be baptized.

Jesus is acknowledging that the words of the Father are true and that he is starting the
mission.

We are called to do the same. We have probably heard the saying that we are to remember
that Jesus is the reason for the season. We do not want to ignore what we are celebrating. But
the reason for the Christmas season goes beyond that understanding. The birth of Jesus is
obviously what makes everything that follows possible, but our salvation comes through the
mission—the ministry and teachings leading to the passion, death, and resurrection of our
Lord.

Likewise, while we have reason to celebrate the birth of the Lord, let us not forget to follow
his example by living up to the call of our own baptism. Christmas season with its fun and
relatively easy narrative is over. Now we have to do the hard work of entering into the
ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This leads us to our heavenly home.

Deacon Evers serves in St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church in Houston, MO, and
Missions of St. John the Baptist in Licking, and St. Vincent de Paul in Roby.

Encounter With God’s Call

Saturday, February 26 to Monday, February
28. EWGC is a seminary discernment
experience for high school juniors through
recent college graduates (ages 16-25).
During Encounter, the participants further
discern the call to priesthood and learn about
college seminary life. Throughout the
weekend, participants pray, meet, and relax
with seminarians. Conception Seminary
College is located in NW Missouri near
Maryville. Both Father Alex and Father Rick
will be leading this trip to the seminary. For
more info on how you can attend, email
Father Rick at stvcapepadre@gmail.com or
call the parish office 537-335-7667. The trip
will leave St. Vincent de Paul in Cape early
on Saturday morning at 7:00am and will
return Monday evening around 8:00pm.
There is no cost for the weekend.




