
Collection Information for December 12 
Adult: $1,846.00 
Loose: $208.00 

 
Remember: Online giving is an easy way to tithe to our church! Go to 

www.stceciliakennett.com to get started.  
 

Monthly Calendar of Events 
First Sundays of the Month: Second Collection for Mother’s House in Hayti 
Monday, December 20th No adoration or mass (Fr. David at St. Eustachius penance 
service) 
December 24th Christmas Eve Mass at 7pm in Spanish  
December 25th Christmas Mass at 9:30 in English 
December 27th and 29th-no Mon/Wed adoration and mass 
January 1st Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God at 8:30 (bilingual) 
*Since January 1st is not a holy day of obligation (it falls on a Saturday), we'll just do 
one bilingual mass on the 1st at 9:30 AM. 
*Fr. David is going to go home for a few days between Christmas and New Year’s, so we 
will not have mass and adoration on the 27th and 29th. 
 

Advent Penance Services 
Monday, December 20th at 6pm- St. Eustachius, Portageville (no mass/adoration here) 
 

Mass Intentions  
December 19th- Jessica Payne 
December 26th-Sandy Delisle 

January 2nd- Paul Deken 
 

 

 
St. Cecilia Catholic Church 

1226 College Avenue      
 PO Box 306       

Kennett, MO 63857 
www.stceciliakennett.com 

 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent   
December 19, 2021 

 
Fr. David Baunach, Pastor  417-851-7136 davidbaunach@gmail.com 

Luis Hernandez, Hispanic Ministry  (417) 496-5622 
Lynnette Anderson, Parish Secretary 

Vanessa Cowart, PSR Director  (561) 351-1380 
Magda Cazares, Youth Group Director 

 
Weekly Schedule 

Monday and Wednesday Adoration at 5; Mass at 6pm  
Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English; 10:05am Rosary 

1pm Mass in Spanish  
 

If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to attend mass, please 
contact Fr. David at his number above. 

 
Please pray for /Oramos para: 

+Judy Abernathy, +Greg Bradley, Paul Deken, +Sandy DeLisle, +Mary Gurley, Justin 
Miller, Deanne Cole, Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck, Kathy Larsen. Especially let us 

remember our bishops and our priest, Fr. David, and our homebound. 
 

 Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours: 
Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off,  

Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4  
 

Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by 
appointment. 

 

http://www.stceciliakennett.com/
mailto:davidbaunach@gmail.com


Is there ‘room for them’ in our hearts? 
 

I remember where I was when I saw the notice 
running across the bottom of the television 
news feed. I was in the waiting room in Saint 
Francis Hospital in Cape Girardeau, hoping to 
visit a patient. As I passed my time there, I 
watched the news where, at the bottom of the 
screen, the news feed scrawled, “Will there be 
Christmas this year?”  
 

Of course, that piqued my interest as I thought, “Why wouldn’t there be 
Christmas this year? … I hope the government hasn’t canceled it!” 
The date was Sept. 2. Do you remember what was going on in our country at that time? 
There was the crisis in Afghanistan, the withdrawal of our troops, and all the 
speculation as to who was or who was not left behind. At the same time, Hurricane Ida 
devastated Louisiana, wreaking devastation all the way up to New York and New Jersey. 
All at the same time: the wildfires in California and Arizona, the ongoing concerns with 
COVID 19, and various responses to vaccination mandates.  

A few weeks later, on Oct. 15 in my car, listening to the news, was the first time I 
heard the term “supply chain,” followed by the immediate speculation that there may 
not be any gifts to exchange because of a backlog of consumer goods.  

Then, on Oct. 17, I heard it said there might be a shortage of Christmas trees 
because of the problems with the supply chain and that maybe the average person 
would not be able to celebrate Christmas at all, although it was noted that the wealthy 
have enough money to indulge in their “luxury items.” The final warning was on that 
same day when it was reported that you had better gift-buy now for Christmas or you 
may not get the items for which you shop. 

 
The gift of Advent & the Nativity 

“Will there be Christmas this year?” Of course! The celebration of the birth of Christ 
does not depend upon supply chains or luxury items or the “must have” gift. The 
celebration of the birth of Christ does not depend on government policies. No, but 
maybe now more than ever we should focus on having a “Christmas of the heart.” I 
know that sounds like an episode on the Hallmark Christmas Channel, but it is true. It 
has been the challenge for the past 2,000 years since the birth of Christ. How easy it is 
to get wrapped up in all of the gift-giving while the greatest gift, the birth of Christ, goes 
unnoticed.  

What is the gift of the Advent season? It is a time given to us as a time to prepare 
the heart for the coming of Christ. How shallow would be the celebration of Christmas if 
the decorations were all in place, the food prepared, and the right gift wrapped, ready to 
be given while the birth of Jesus is ignored? Advent gives us this opportunity to prepare 
the human heart. The average size of the human heart is 5” x 3.5” x 2.5”, with an average 
weight of 10 ounces in adults. And as small as that might seem, there is an unlimited 
potential to fill the human heart with anxiety, bitterness, jealousy, greed – or not!  That 
is the work of Advent. It is the time to take an inventory of the heart and really discover 
whether there is any room for Christ to be born anew. The weeks of Advent pass by so 
quickly and before you know it, we will be hearing the stories of the Angels, the 
shepherds, and the wiseman in the gifts that they gave to the Christ Child. Will we be 
idle spectators of it all, on the outside looking in? Or will we fully participate in the 
mystery of the “Word made flesh?” Of all the details that are given to us of the birth of 
Christ, we must never forget that there was “no room” for them in the Inn. Let that not 
be said of our hearts. Let us use this time of Advent well: let us purify our hearts, be 
reconciled through the Sacrament of Penance and be ready to receive Christ at his 
coming.  Blessed Advent! 

 
According to Ann Ball in her book, HANDBOOK OF 
CATHOLIC SACRAMENTALS: 

 
The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments 
The three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love. 
The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. 
The five golden rings represented the first five books of the 

Old Testament, which describe man's fall into sin and the great love of God in sending a 
Savior. 
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-----
Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 
The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, 
Patience, Goodness, Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Chastity. 
The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 
The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful Apostles. 
The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in The 
Apostles' Creed.                  Original Source: Fr. Calvin Goodwin, FSSP, Nebraska 


