Collection Information for December 5
Adult: $1,183
Loose: $269.00

Remember: Online giving is an easy way to tithe to our church! Go to
www.stceciliakennett.com to get started.

Monthly Calendar of Events
First Sundays of the Month: Second Collection for Mother’s House in Hayti
Sunday, December 12 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe; Bishop Rice will preside over
mass at 1pm; celebration to follow
Monday, December 13t Parish Penance Service here at St. Cecilia (no mass)
Wednesday, December 15t Parish Council meeting and Christmas party after mass
Monday, December 20t No adoration or mass (Fr. David at St. Eustachius penance
service)

Advent Penance Services
Monday, December 13th at 6pm-St. Cecilia (no adoration or mass that evening)
Tuesday, December 14th at 5pm-Immaculate Conception, New Madrid
Thursday, December 16t at 5pm- Sacred Heart, Caruthersville
Friday, December 17th at 6pm- Sacred Heart, Poplar Bluff

Monday, December 20th at 6pm- St. Eustachius, Portageville (no mass/adoration here)

Mass Intention This Month
December 12th-Sandy DeLisle
December 19t Jessica Payne

Saints this Week
St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr, December 13
St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church, December 14
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Weekly Schedule
Monday and Wednesday Adoration at 5; Mass at 6pm (Only Wed. this week)
Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English
(10:05am Rosary; Divine Mercy Chaplet the first Sunday of the month)
1pm Mass in Spanish

If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to attend mass, please
contact Fr. David at his number above.

Please pray for /Oramos para:
+Judy Abernathy, +Greg Bradley, Paul Deken, +Sandy DelLisle, +Mary Gurley, Justin
Miller, Deanne Cole, Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck, Kathy Larsen. Especially let us
remember our bishops and our priest, Fr. David, and our homebound.

Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours:
Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off,
Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4

Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by
appointment.
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The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe
The feast in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe goes back to
the 16th century. Chronicles of that period tell us the story.

A poor Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized and
given the name Juan Diego. He was a 57-year-old widower,
and lived in a small village near Mexico City. On Saturday
morning December 9, 1531, he was on his way to a nearby
barrio to attend Mass in honor of Our Lady.

Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when he heard
beautiful music like the warbling of birds. A radiant cloud
appeared, and within it stood an Indian maiden dressed
like an Aztec princess. The lady spoke to him in his own
language and sent him to the bishop of Mexico, a
Franciscan named Juan de Zumarraga. The bishop was to build a chapel in the place
where the lady appeared.

Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the lady give him a sign. About this same time
Juan’s uncle became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to try to avoid the lady.
Nevertheless the lady found Juan, assured him that his uncle would recover, and
provided roses for Juan to carry to the bishop in his cape or tilma.

On December 12, when Juan Diego opened his tilma in the bishop’s presence, the roses
fell to the ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. On the tilma where the roses had
been appeared an image of Mary exactly as she had appeared at the hill of Tepeyac.

Reflection

Mary’s appearance to Juan Diego as one of his people is a powerful reminder that Mary—
and the God who sent her—accept all peoples. In the context of the sometimes rude and cruel
treatment of the Indians by the Spaniards, the apparition was a rebuke to the Spaniards and
an event of vast significance for the indigenous population. While a number of them had
converted before this incident, they now came in droves. According to a contemporary
chronicler, nine million Indians became Catholic in a very short time. In these days when we
hear so much about God’s preferential option for the poor, Our Lady of Guadalupe cries out
to us that God’s love for and identification with the poor is an age-old truth that stems from
the Gospel itself.  From Franciscan Media (www.franciscanmedia.org)

Penance

Penance is an experience of the gift of God's boundless mercy. Not only does it [the
Sacrament of Penance] free us from our sins but it also challenges us to have the same kind
of compassion and forgiveness for those who sin against us. We are liberated to be forgivers.
We obtain new insight into the words of the Prayer of St. Francis: "It is in pardoning that we
are pardoned.”

Jesus entrusted the ministry of reconciliation to the Church. The Sacrament of Penance is
God's gift to us so that any sin committed after Baptism can be forgiven. In confession we
have the opportunity to repent and recover the grace of friendship with God. It is a holy
moment in which we place
ourselves in his presence and
honestly acknowledge our sins,
especially mortal sins. With
absolution, we are reconciled to
God and the Church. The
Sacrament helps us stay close to
the truth that we cannot live
without God. "In him we live and
move and have our being" (Acts
17:28). ~from the U. S. Catholic
Catechism for Adults
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Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
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Return to our Lord through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation! Several
priests will be here for Confession on
Monday evening. Experience the
presence of God through this wonder
gift from our Lord.
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