
Collection Information for October 31 
Total $996.13 

 
Monthly Calendar of Events 

First Sundays of the Month: Second Collection for Mother’s House in Hayti 
November 10 Youth Group Bible Study  

November 22 St. Cecilia Feast Day 
 

Jesse Thompson’s Mission 
My name is Jesse Thompson, I am 28-years-old, and I am a parishioner of Saint Cecilia 

Catholic of Kennett, Missouri. I am currently studying philosophy and theology at 
Franciscan University of Steubenville in the Priestly Discernment Program. I will be 

going on a mission trip with other students from Franciscan University next semester 
during spring break of 2022, as part of the pastoral formation I undergo as a member of 

the Priestly Discernment Program. We will be going to Los Angeles to assist the 
Carmelite Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Los Angeles with youth ministry, grade 

school catechetics, nursing home ministry, and homeless ministry. 
To secure my place on the mission team, I must raise $1350. For that purpose I have set 

up a PayPal fundraiser. Anything you can contribute to this mission will be greatly 
appreciated by my team and me, and by the people we will be reaching out to in Los 

Angeles.Donations can be accepted at the following link: 
https://www.paypal.com/pools/c/8DU515IAc4. I am praying for you all! God bless. 

 
Mass Intention This Month 

November 7, 14, 21, and 28 are for Bob Bradley 
 

If you are interested in having a mass 
intention, please see Lynnette Anderson. This 
is a wonderful tradition of our church to pray 

for others.  
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Fr. David Baunach, Pastor 
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Luis Hernandez, Hispanic Ministry  (417) 496-5622 
Lynnette Anderson, Parish Secretary 

Vanessa Cowart, PSR Director  (561) 351-1380 
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Weekly Schedule 
Monday and Wednesday Adoration at 5; Mass at 6pm 

Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English 
 (10:05am Rosary; Divine Mercy Chaplet the first Sunday of the month) 

1pm Mass in Spanish  
 

If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to attend mass, please 
contact Fr. David at his number above. 

 
Please pray for /Oramos para: 

+Greg Bradley, Paul Deken, +Sandy DeLisle, +Mary Gurley, Justin Miller, Deanne Cole, 
Bob and Sharon Hines, Vera Gleuck, Kathy Larsen. Especially let us remember our 

bishops and our priest, Fr. David, and our homebound. 
 

 Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours: 
Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off,  

Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4  
Wednesday: Adoration at 5; mass at 6  

 
Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by 

appointment. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paypal.com%2Fpools%2Fc%2F8DU515IAc4&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce3fed45e7635407ccaee08d9a18e14f8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637718453873317939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SKTNm5RpTF1GlFzws6ujf7wOn1i%2FsmcMaRFwXEIqfSQ%3D&reserved=0
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Father,  
I abandon myself into your hands;  
do with me what you will.  
Whatever you may do, I thank you:  
I am ready for all, I accept all. 
 
Let only your will be done in me,  
and in all your creatures - 
I wish no more than this, O Lord. 
 
Into your hands I commend my soul:  
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart,  
for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself,  
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve,  
and with boundless confidence,  
for you are my Father. 
Amen. 
 
Blessed Charles de Foucauld 
 

Bishop Rice’s November prayer intention  

Let us pray for our family and friends who 
have passed away, that they may see God 
face to face  

Padre mío, 
me abandono a Ti. 
Haz de mí lo que quieras. 
 
Lo que hagas de mí te lo agradezco, 
estoy dispuesto a todo, 
lo acepto todo. 
Con tal que Tu voluntad se haga en mí 
y en todas tus criaturas, 
no deseo nada más, Dios mío. 
 
Pongo mi vida en Tus manos. 
Te la doy, Dios mío, 
con todo el amor de mi corazón, 
porque te amo, 
y porque para mí amarte es darme, 
entregarme en Tus manos sin medida, 
con infinita confianza, 
porque Tu eres mi Padre. 
 
Amén. 
 
Blessed Charles de Foucauld 
 

  

https://dioscg.org/54104-2-copy-copy/


THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
  

Friends, today we read about the poor 
widow who gave her all to the Lord. Her 
simple generosity, her offering of her whole 
livelihood, was a response to God’s 
unconditional love. God’s love comes first. 
When we get this wrong, everything else in 
the spiritual life is thrown off-kilter. Listen to 

how St. John expresses this love of predilection: "In this is love: not that we have 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as the expiation for our sins." 
 
If we play the game of loving God in order to get God to love us, then we are lost. If 
we think that we can earn salvation or we can work our way into God’s heart, then 
we are lost. Here’s a way to think about it: we wouldn’t exist were it not for God’s 
love. God needs nothing; therefore, whatever exists outside of God exists because 
God desires some good for it. Love precedes, therefore, our intelligence, our courage, 
our wills, our designs and purposes, indeed, our very existence. 

 
Saints this Week 
November 9, 2021 

Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome 
  

November 10, 2021 
Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church 

 
November 11, 2021 

Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop 
 

November 12, 2021 
Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 

 
November 13, 2021 

Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin   

 

Saint Leo the Great’s Story from Franciscan Media 

With apparent strong conviction of the importance of the Bishop of Rome in the Church, and 

of the Church as the ongoing sign of Christ’s presence in the world, Leo the Great displayed 

endless dedication as pope. Elected in 440, he worked tirelessly as “Peter’s successor,” 

guiding his fellow bishops as “equals in the episcopacy and infirmities.” 

Leo is known as one of the best administrative popes of the ancient Church. His work 

branched into four main areas, indicative of his notion of the pope’s total responsibility for 

the flock of Christ. He worked at length to control the heresies of Pelagianism—

overemphasizing human freedom—Manichaeism—seeing everything material as evil—and 

others, placing demands on their followers so as to secure true Christian beliefs. 

A second major area of his concern was doctrinal controversy in the Church in the East, to 

which he responded with a classic letter setting down the Church’s teaching on the two 

natures of Christ. With strong faith, he also led the defense of Rome against barbarian attack, 

taking the role of peacemaker. 

In these three areas, Leo’s work has been highly regarded. His growth to sainthood has its 

basis in the spiritual depth with which he approached the pastoral care of his people, which 

was the fourth focus of his work. He is known for his spiritually profound sermons. An 

instrument of the call to holiness, well-versed in Scripture and ecclesiastical awareness, Leo 

had the ability to reach the everyday needs 

and interests of his people. One of his 

sermons is used in the Office of Readings 

on Christmas. 

It is said of Leo that his true significance 

rests in his doctrinal insistence on the 

mysteries of Christ and the Church and in 

the supernatural charisms of the spiritual 

life given to humanity in Christ and in his 

Body, the Church. Thus Leo held firmly 

that everything he did and said as pope for 

the administration of the Church 

represented Christ, the head of the Mystical 

Body, and Saint Peter, in whose place Leo 

acted. 
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Any vocation lived well leads to God’s joy  

Ever nearer to the close of another liturgical year, the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time aligns with the start of National Vocation Awareness Week, observed 

Nov. 7-13. I believe most Catholics in our diocese have a basic understanding of vocations. For 

instance, you have probably heard “we all have a vocation to love” and that “growing in holiness is 

our universal vocation as human beings.” Further still, the vocational journey, while unique and 

personal to each one of us, often culminates in either Holy Orders (the diaconate, priesthood, 

episcopacy); Holy Matrimony (sacramental union of husband and wife);or the consecrated life 

(religious sisterhood or brotherhood). Discerning and deepening vocations requires constant 

cooperation with God’s grace, requiring both faith and surrender. I believe within every person, there 

is a mysterious place of desire to give entirely of one’s self as a generous gift of pure love to God and 

one another. In this space, God’s Word seeks a vocation. Reflecting more deeply on God’s Word 

speaking to us in this week’s selected Scriptures may prove beneficial, even Divinely Providential, 

increased vocation awareness, and faithful surrendering to Divine Love. 

As we begin our search for the heroes of this week’s Scriptures, I encourage you also to be mindful of 

heroes in your daily life who fully live their vocation. At the beginning of the Gospel passage, Jesus 

conveys a warning to his disciples about the scribes who like the prestige and honored favors of being 

in a position of religious authority. Jesus says these religious leaders “will receive a very severe 

condemnation” because they use extortion, disguised as prayer, to take advantage of the resources of 

widows, who are most likely already destitute from their situation (Mk 12:40). In this instance, the 

scribes mentioned above are certainly not poised to be the heroes of this weekend’s Gospel. Indeed, 

for priests and anyone with any religious authority, Jesus begins his lessons with a counterexample. 

Further, Jesus, himself with Divine Authority, does not assume the explicit place of the hero and is 

more situated in a teaching position, aligning his disciples and us who listen as students. Who then 

fulfills the prime example of a Gospel hero or a vocational hero? 

If we fully examine the Gospel and Scriptures this week, we encounter two different widowed wives, 

both who emerge unexpectedly as biblical heroines and supreme witnesses to all vocations. These 

archetypes are unexpected models for two reasons. First, Jesus already mentions widows as 

downtrodden, oppressed, and exploited by religious leaders, including the scribes. Secondly, while 

married life evokes wholeness and oneness, representative of spousal love, a widow has experienced 

the death of a spouse, evocative of separation, incompleteness, and loss. We do not expect those we 

might admire and emulate to possess these traits. Yet, the same faithful surrender witnessed by the 

widows is what God wants for each of us as disciples. As the Psalmist says of the Lord, “The 

fatherless and the widow he sustains but the way of the wicked he thwarts” (Ps 146). The two widows 

believe in this promise. 

The stories of the two widows, both unnamed, have a paralleled arc directed toward total self-gift to 

God. We meet the widow of Zarephath as Elijah arrives at the city. The prophet makes requests of the 

widow for water and bread, but “as the Lord, your God, lives,” she is down to her last meal. Not only 

that, but she still must care for her son, who, for unknown reasons, is seemingly unable to care for her 

as she is doing all the work. Elijah asks her for the last meal, meant to be the very last meal for her 

and her son, for they will soon die of famine. Presumably, the prophet Elijah might be taking 

advantage of this poor widow. Tension builds as Elijah might turn out no better than the Scribes from 

Jesus’s warning. Still, God assures her of a bigger plan, as Elijah recalls God’s words, “the jar of 

flour shall not go empty, nor the jug of oil run dry, until the day when the Lord sends rain upon the 

earth.” Faithfully, the widow gives away her last meal, only to discover that her faithful surrender led 

to an abundance that sustained all three of their lives for the entire year until the day of the Lord. The 

jars did not go empty; in other words, the resources necessary for livelihood do not dry up for those 

with faith.  

Everyone who is living a vocation finds this same sustaining power of God. Catholic vocations do 

become one and for all commitments, and still, they require the daily action of faith and surrender. As 

a priest, I know of this abundance that is without end. Every time I give of myself to celebrate the 

Eucharist with the people of God and consecrate the bread and the wine, I encounter the sustenance of 

God’s Word and a chalice that is full of unceasing salvation. Within my priestly vocation, I 

experience a thanksgiving that does not run out. I am not alone. I have witnessed religious men and 

women discover a supernatural joy in living as God’s holy possession, embracing poverty for 

communion with Christ. I have seen husbands entrust their hearts to their wives and wives who know 

the love of Christ in their husbands. I have seen the joy of parents, constantly sacrificing and giving 

themselves to their families, who live to see the promises of God come true in the lives of their 

children and their children’s children. 

Before this column runs out, let us turn back to the Gospel and meet the poor penniless widow. She 

has only a couple of nearly worthless bits of metal. What does she do? She gives this to the temple 

treasury. She makes her last bit of money an offering to God. Many people had put in large sums of 

money, and Jesus says she put in more than all the others combined. Earthly economic wealth is not 

what God wants from us. We do not hear what happened with the widow. However, the story of the 

widow of Zarephath can clue us in. We can interpret Jesus’s approval of her as both a model of 

discipleship and of holy vocation. Any vocation lived well always leads to God’s joy. 

What will you do with your life, a life that seems to be running out? Can we invest it in the Lord? Can 

we give him everything we have and are? Why not follow the example of the widows who faithfully 

surrender everything to the Lord as their strength? Allow God to sustain you in your life and, more 

still, your vocation. Sometimes we might think we do not have much to offer, which is most 

unexpected. No matter if you are living your vocation or still discerning, make an offering to God. 

Offer him your vocation, along with all your freedom, your plans, and the love in your heart. These 

things might not seem like much, or they might seem to be all you have. Offer it all with trust, and the 

Lord will ever sustain you. You will discover a new freedom, a divine plan, and you may well 

discover and deepen a vocation of love that will sustain you until the great day of the Lord.               

Father Elbert is the Parochial Administrator of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Sikeston, MO, and 

Chaplain of Southeast Correctional Center, in Charleston. 


