
The other side of the picture is shown in our Epistle of St. James. St. 
James is chastising unjust employers. The wages they withheld from 
their workers are crying aloud. The cries of their workers have reached 
the ears of the Lord God. St. James identifies the workers with the 
suffering Christ. He writes that the unjust employers have condemned, 
murdered the righteous one; “he offers you no resistance.” 

Our Lord Jesus continues in today’s Gospel, saying that whoever causes 
us to sin, it is better to cut off that occasion of sin, rather than allow it to 

cast us into Gehenna and prevent us from entering the kingdom of God. Christ is 
speaking very seriously, but figuratively here. One of the early Church Fathers took that 
figure too literally and castigated himself, which is why he is not recognized as a saint, 
even though he suffered torture for his Christian faith. 

In the prayers after Holy Communion at this Mass, we pray that God restores us in mind 
and body to share the glory of Christ, in this heavenly mystery. This ties in with the 
Psalm of David which begins, “My song is of mercy and justice; I sing to you O Lord … Oh 
when, Lord, will you come?” This prayer of the Old Testament was fulfilled when the 
Son of God became the Son of Man. Our Lord Jesus lived out the mystery of God’s mercy 
and justice on our human level. By fulfilling Isaiah’s Song of the Suffering Servant, Jesus 
satisfied all of divine justice and opened up the fountain of divine mercy. He is the King 
of Justice and Mercy. 

Our world today suffers from a universal epidemic of COVID-19. There are so many 
people who are victims of violence and warfare. Famine and natural disasters add to the 
tragic events. On the personal level of each individual, we are challenged each day to 
live out a Christ-like response of mercy and justice to our own situation and to our 
neighbor. 

Our Lord comes to us in his New Covenant of personal relationship. He gives 
Himself to us in His redeeming sacrifice and Holy Communion of the Mass. The gift of 
His indwelling Holy Spirit is the fountain of light and comfort and strength with us. We 
receive forgiveness and healing from His Sacraments in the Church. 

Our Lady, the Mother of Jesus, and our spiritual mother, is always present to help us 
with her prayers. Lord Jesus Christ, King of Mercy, we trust in thee! 

Father Harrison lives as a monk at Our Lady of the Assumption Abbey south of Ava, 
MO. Father Cyprian has served in many areas of responsibility at the Abbey, 
including Abbot. 
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Weekly Schedule 

 No Monday or Wednesday mass this week. Fr. Paul McLoughlin will be here next 
Sunday to celebrate mass for us. 

Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English 
 (10:05am Rosary; Divine Mercy Chaplet the first Sunday of the month) 

1pm Mass in Spanish  
 

If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to attend mass, please 
contact Fr. David at his number above. 

 
Please pray for /Oramos para: 

+Sandy DeLisle, +Mary Gurley, Justin Miller, Deanne Cole, Greg Bradley, Bob and Sharon 
Hines, Vera Gleuck, Kathy Larsen. Especially let us remember the deceased, our clergy 
and bishop, Covid quarantined parishioners, our chronically ill, and our homebound. 

 
 Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours: 

Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off,  
Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4  

Wednesday: Adoration at 5; mass at 6  
 

mailto:davidbaunach@gmail.com


Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Adoration or by 
appointment. 

 
Collection Information for September 19 

Adult Collection: $1084.00 
Loose: $317.00 

 
Monthly Calendar of Events 

September 28-October 2 St. Cecilia Delta Fair Booth 
Wednesday, September 29 No youth group; go to Delta Fair to volunteer this week! 

October 3 Mother’s House Collection 
October 6 Parish Council Meeting 

 
Spiritual Campaign 

We are starting a Spiritual Campaign at St. Cecilia! This is the first initiative of our new 
Parish Council working with the norms promulgated by Bishop Rice this summer. It will 
be a campaign of prayer, and we will begin with worshops for learning different ways to 
pray, then begin a time of putting these forms of prayer into practice with our families, 
and then forming prayer groups to carry on this most important ministry of prayer in 
our parish. More information to follow! Mark your calendar: on October 10 at 
11:45am. 

Liturgical Note 

Thank you for bring the gift of your beautiful voices to mass every Sunday! We are going to 

try to get back into singing the Gloria, the Holy Holy Holy, and the Mystery of Faith next 

week. We will practice a few minutes before mass next week. 

Gloria: 
https://youtu.be/TKHRMlEt30s 

 
Holy Holy Holy: 

https://youtu.be/TKHRMlEt30s 
 

Mystery of Faith: 
https://youtu.be/KCJrBfGQUp4 

 

 

Delta Fair 

 
 We need water and soda donations!  

 
Please bring these items before or after 
masses or adoration from now until 
September 27th. The Delta Fair is 
scheduled for September 28 to 
October 2. Thank you all and God bless 
you.  
 
The fair brings in thousands of dollars 
for our parish! Please help St. Cecilia 

continue her sacramental and evangelical mission. 
 
 

King of Mercy and Justice – Hear Us! 
The Scripture readings for the 26th Sunday of Ordinary 
Time are used:  Numbers 11:25-29; Psalm 19:8, 10, 12-
13, 14; James 5:1-6 and Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

Holy Mother Church speaks today about the mercy 
and justice of God. In the first reading from the Book of 
Numbers, Moses has brought seventy men to the Tent 

of Meeting who will assist him in shepherding the people of Israel. The spirit of the Lord 
comes upon these 70 men and they prophesy. 

However, the spirit of prophecy also comes upon two other men left behind in the 
camp. Joshua feels that Moses’ leadership is challenged by this event, but Moses 
generously replies that he would be happy if all the people of God received that spirit. 

In today’s Gospel, the Apostle John feels that Jesus’ leadership is challenged by an 
outsider, who is driving out demons in Jesus’ name. Yet, Jesus generously replies that a 
person performing a mighty deed in His name cannot be contrary to His mission. 
Whoever is not against us is for us. 

The opening prayer of today’s Mass sums up these two Scripture passages by saying, “O 
God, who manifested your almighty power above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 
bestow your grace abundantly upon us.” (Continued on back page) 
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