Thank you, St. Cecilia!
After the car wash, the doughnut
sale, mowing lawns, and the gifts

of many generous donors, St.
Cecilia’s Youth Group raised
enough money to go to

Steubenville this coming

weekend! Our youth will worship,
sing, adore Christ, and attend
workshops with thousands of
other Catholic teens from
Missouri as well as other states as
well.

Please pray for our chaperones,

Maggie and Vanessa, and our youth, Isidro, Sebastian, Yoana, Jaymara, Amy,

and Ivy. Please pray for the families of our youth as well as our benefactors
who made this possible. May the Lord bless St. Cecilia parish.

St. Cecilia Teenager Helps Pull Fellow Boy
Scout from the River to Safety

Sarah and Shannon Russom had no idea what
their son had done at camp. He never breathed a
word about it. Their leader found out from the
leader of the other troop who called to explain
that Matthew and his friends had seen his scout
fall into the river (without a buddy nearby). They went to him and pulled
him out of the water by his backpack. And they didn’t breathe a word to
anyone about their good deed.

We're so proud of your courage and humility, Matthew!

St. Cecilia Catholic Church
1226 College Avenue
PO Box 306
Kennett, MO 63857

July 11, 2021

Fr. David Baunach, Pastor
417-851-7136 davidbaunach@gmail.com

Luis Hernandez, Hispanic Ministry
(417) 496-5622
Lynnette Anderson, Parish Secretary
Vanessa Cowart, PSR Director
(561) 351-1380
Magda Cazares, Youth Group Director

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Masses: 10:30am Mass in English (10am Rosary; Divine Mercy
Chaplet the first Sunday of the month)
1pm Mass in Spanish
Monday: Adoration 5:30-6:30
Wednesday: Adoration at 5; mass at 6

Fr. David is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during
Adoration or by appointment.

If you would like to receive the Holy Eucharist and are unable to
attend mass, please contact Fr. David at his number above.
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Please pray for /Oramos para:

Deanne Cole, Arjona Family, Sandy DelLisle, Greg Bradley, Bob and Sharon
Hines, Vera Gleuck, Kathy Larsen, Joe Barnefiher. Especially let us
remember the deceased, our clergy and bishop, Covid quarantined
parishioners, our chronically ill, and our homebound.

Fr. David’s Parish Office Hours:
Kennett Monday and Wednesday 10-4, Tuesday off,
Thursday and Friday in Portageville 10-4

Collection Information
*Sorry that last week was missing. [ was on vacation and did the bulletin
very early, missing the collection information.
June 27: Adult, $765
Loose: $227

Totus Tuus This Week to Portageville

All are welcome! This July 11 to 16, there are
college aged missionaries coming to St.
Eustachius in Portageville to hold a week of fun,
faith, and food! The program lasts from 9am to
3pm Monday through Friday. Space still available!
See pamphlets in the vestibule of church for more
information.

Calendar of Events

July 12-16 Totus Tuus in Portageville
July 16 Party for Fr. Mark Binder at
St. Teresa in Glennonville
July 19-23 St. Cecilia Catholic Camp!
August 1, Collection for Mother’s House in
Hayti
August 4, Parish Council Meeting
August 7, Youth Group Car Wash

Fr. Mark Binder is Celebrating his 50t Anniversary!

Come celebrate our beloved former pastor and co-founder of
Camp Renewall! Let him know how much his ___
vocation has meant to the people of the b
Catholic Church. '
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All are invited to a mass on Friday, July 16 ip:’»if e

at 6pm at St. Teresa’s in Glennonville. A reception will \ N d ‘

follow the mass. Ask Mary Branch for more details. - e
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Saint Kateri Tekakwitha's Story

The blood of martyrs is the seed of saints. Nine years
after the Jesuits Isaac Jogues and Jean de Lelande were
tomahawked by Iroquois warriors, a baby girl was born
near the place of their martyrdom, Auriesville, New
\, PP N  York.Her mother was a Christian Algonquin, taken
JEE  captive by the Iroquois and given as wife to the chief of
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July 14th

: the Mohawk clan, the boldest and fiercest of the Five
Nations. When she was four, Tekakwnha lost her parents and little brother in a smallpox
epidemic that left her disfigured and half blind. She was adopted by an uncle, who succeeded
her father as chief. He hated the coming of the Blackrobes—Jesuit missionaries—but could
do nothing to them because a peace treaty with the French required their presence in villages
with Christian captives. She was moved by the words of three Blackrobes who lodged with
her uncle, but fear of him kept her from seeking instruction. Tekakwitha refused to marry a
Mohawk brave, and at 19 finally got the courage to take the step of converting. She was
baptized with the name Kateri--Catherine--on Easter Sunday.

Now she would be treated as a slave. Because she would not work on Sunday, Kateri
received no food that day. Her life in grace grew rapidly. She told a missionary that she often
meditated on the great dignity of being baptized. She was powerfully moved by God’s love
for human beings and saw the dignity of each of her people. She was always in danger, for
her conversion and holy life created great opposition. On the advice of a priest, Kateri stole
away one night and began a 200-mile walking journey to a Christian Indian village at Sault
St. Louis, near Montreal. For three years she grew in holiness under the direction of a priest
and an older Iroquois woman, giving herself totally to God in long hours of prayer, in
charity, and in strenuous penance. At 23, Kateri took a vow of virginity, an unprecedented
act for an Indian woman whose future depended on being married. She found a place in the
woods where she could pray an hour a day—and was accused of meeting a man there!

Her dedication to virginity was instinctive: Kateri did not know about religious life for
women until she visited Montreal. Inspired by this, she and two friends wanted to start a
community, but the local priest dissuaded her. She humbly accepted an “ordinary” life. She
practiced extremely severe fasting as penance for the conversion of her nation. Kateri
Tekakwitha died the afternoon before Holy Thursday. Witnesses said that her emaciated face
changed color and became like that of a healthy child. The lines of suffering, even the
pockmarks, disappeared and the touch of a smile came upon her lips. She was beatified in
1980 and canonized in 2012.



The Scripture readings for this 15th
Sunday in Ordinary Time remind us what
it means to be a disciple, to follow Jesus.
As Christians, we believe that God created
us by name. Each one of us was created in
love to be the person we are today. While
we are unique individuals, each with our

own gifts and talents, we are bound together by God'’s love.
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Fr. Vincent Bertrand, JCL, PhD

In our Gospel message today, Jesus is telling us that if we want to follow
him, if we want to be a disciple, we have a responsibility to care for not just
ourselves, but for each and every person on this planet. There is a big
difference between being a follower of Jesus, a disciple, and being an
admirer of Jesus. Someone who admires Jesus may recognize that he is the
Risen Lord, that he is the Son of God, but fails to develop a relationship
with God. Faith remains at the surface and does not permeate the heart. An
admirer may profess faith in Jesus with his or her lips but stops short of
letting God’s love bring about a change of heart. A follower of Jesus, on the
other hand, not only professes faith in Jesus with his or her lips, but is also
willing to put that faith into action. A disciple of Jesus is someone who is
willing to trust in God.

In our own lives, I think that all of us struggle with how best to live out our
faith. We may vacillate between being a follower of Jesus and being an
admirer. There are many competing forces in our lives that sometimes

drown out God’s voice, that get in the way of our relationship with God. But

Jesus challenges us to keep focused on our love for God, for ourselves, and

for one another. When we fall, we need to get back up, shake the dust off,
and keep moving forward. The amazing thing with God’s love is that the

Holy Spirit is alive and active in our lives. When we stray from God, we are

gently invited back to begin again.

In our Scripture readings today, we see that sometimes God clearly calls us
to step out of our comfort zones and to follow. In our first reading, God
called Amos to do something difficult, to challenge the excess and unjust
situation in society. He was called to challenge the leaders of his faith and
of his society. And it is also clear that Amos did not want to do it, but he
trusted God and was willing to step out of his comfort zone and to speak.
He became a reluctant prophet. At the time of Amos, the world was not so
different than it is today. There was a huge disparity between the wealthy
and the poor. There were only a small number at the top, and the vast
majority of the world’s population lived in poverty. God called Amos to
leave his job, his way of life and to speak out, to challenge injustice to invite
those who have strayed to turn back and to stop being just admirers and
repent - to live their faith once again.

In our Gospel reading, we heard Jesus send out his disciples, his followers,
in pairs, to go forth and to call on people to repent and live their faith. He
sent them forth to overcome evil, all that separated people from God,
armed only with the power of love. Jesus instructed his disciples to go forth
in his name to change the world. As Jesus sent forth his early followers to
do these things in his name, he too calls us to do the same. As disciples of
Jesus, we are called to speak and act in God’s name. Jesus is telling us to
have faith and not to be afraid. We do not have to worry about tomorrow,
we only have to trust in God’s merciful love. And, when we are rejected or
mocked, Jesus is telling us to get up and shake the dust from our feet. In
other words, do not become discouraged when we are challenged or
rejected, when we are mocked or ridiculed, because God is with us. Let it go
and keep celebrating and sharing God’s love with the world around us.
©TM

A canon lawyer, Fr. Bertrand serves in the diocesan Tribunal as Adjutant
Judicial Vicar/Judge.



